repented their past actions and earned the grace of Easwara.
With single minded devotion they worshipped the Lord,
created teerthas, installed lingas, constructed temples with
lofty gopurams, cut exquisite images of Lord in mountains
and established ashrams, many of which survive unto this
day.
Srikalahasti Sthala Mahatmayam was published in
Sanskrit as a separate book by the Maharaja of Venkatagiri
about one hundred years ago. An abridged version of it in
Telugu entitled "Srikalahasti Mahatmyam" was printed in
American Diamond Press and published in 1928 by Sri Kesa
Subrayalu Naidu garu. About sixty years back H.H. Swami
Vimalananda of Srikalahasti wrote an abridged version of
it in simple Telugu. This was published by Smt.
A.G.Prasuna in 1984. In the meantime the original was
translated incorporating all the ninety chapters with all its
details by Brahmasri Vidwan, Vedantha Vidya Praveena
Kotra Venkatanrisimha Sastri garu. This book shrouded in
tough Telugu saturated with Sanskrit words and phrases,
was published by Srikalahasti Devasthanam in 1973. A brief
account of the devotees of SriKalahasteeswara was written
by late Sri V.S. Venkatanarayana M.A., B.Ed and published
by Sri Kalahasteeswaraswamy Devastanam in 1986 under
the tile "The Glory of Srikalahasteeswara and Sri
Gnanaprasoonambika".
For the use of Siva Bhaktas visiting this place from
various parts of the country and also for the seekers at large,
we reverently place this concise volume at the feet of Sri
Gnanaprasunamba sametha Srikalahasteeswara. In all
humility, we solicit suggestions for the improvement of this
book.
-Sankarasya charitam kathamritam
chandrasekhara gunanukeertanam I
Neelakanta tava paadasevanam
Sambhavantu mama janma janmani I I
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